
Revelation #4 

   

 

Key Scriptures 

““To the angel of the church in Smyrna 

write: These are the words of him who is 

the First and the Last, who died and came 

to life again. I know your afflictions and 

your poverty—yet you are rich! I know 

about the slander of those who say they 

are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 

of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are 

about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put 

some of you in prison to test you, and you 

will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 

faithful, even to the point of death, and I 

will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 

victorious will not be hurt at all by the 

second death.” Revelation 2:8–11 

Key Points 

When it comes to wealth, I have more 

than anyone! 

When it comes to suffering, I can go 

there because Jesus went there!  

When it comes to eternity, I can trust 

God and live faithfully! 

Background 

The church in Smyrna suffered 

persecution from all sides and Christians 

became destitute. 

Because first century Christians 

displayed an intense loyalty to Christ and 

to each other they were seen as disloyal 

to Rome.  This would have been 

amplified in a city like Smyrna. 

The sense of the word Poverty (ptōcheia) 

in verse 9 was the Christians did not 

have the basics to live. 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 2:8-11 

Start talking. Find a conversation starter.  

• Have you ever been accused of something unjustly?  What was it 

like? How did you respond? 

Start thinking. Ask a question to get thinking.  

• The church in Smyrna receives no rebuke from God.  What do 

you observe about the church from this passage?  What do you 

observe about God? How might you assess your love for Jesus, 

His people, and as witness in the world? 

• Have you ever faced overt persecution?  Passive?  What do you 

think some of the differences are between people facing severe 

persecution compared with a Christian in Canada? 

Choose a question to create openness. 

• Read 1 Peter 1:3-9.  How does it help you understand what 

God was calling the church in Smyrna to?  How can this be an 

encouragement to you this week? 

Pray Boldly 

Jesus, thank-you that I am rich.  Help me not be just a giver, help me 

to be generous from my spirit. 

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week. 

• Start the Revelation 4  Bible Plan With Friends: 

https://tinyurl.com/2h7majcf 

• Consider how you could love others by serving at Westwood or in 

our community. 


