


“Keeping our faith under 
pressure”

Revelation 2:8-11



When I turned to see who was 
speaking to me, I saw seven gold 
lampstands.  And standing in the 

middle of the lampstands was 
someone like the Son of Man… 

Revelation 1:12-13



…if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 

Romans 10:9



“And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write: ‘The words of the 
first and the last, who died and 

came to life. 

Revelation 2:8 





Since then we have a great high 
priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 

us hold fast our confession.  



For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin. 



Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace 

to help in time of need. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 



It is not easy to preach on 
Smyrna now-a-days.  The 

average American 
congregation is in no mood to 

appreciate such a church.  



In a day of quick prosperity, it is 
not easy to interest a well-fed, 

well-clothed, well-housed 
Sunday morning crowd in the 

‘Smyrna brand’ of loyalty. 



We are not interested in what it 
costs to be a Christian, but in 

what we GET by being one.  In 
a day of ‘Health, Wealth, and 

Happiness in Ten Easy Lessons 
or Money Refunded,’



for many, Christianity has 
become simply a better way to 
get rich or have a big time. We 
would make a bellboy out of the 
Lord and a Santa Clause out of 

the Almighty. 

Vance Havener



Jesus asks two things of 
His Church

Do not be afraid

Be faithful



Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.

John 14:27 



Jesus knows and He cares 


