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No one who thinks clearly would deny that evil exists in our world.  It touches everyone.  Many have wrestled 

with the problem of evil especially as it relates to a loving God.  The argument often appears in this format: 

• If God is all powerful and all loving he could stop evil 

• If God knows everything he could see where evil would happen and stop it 

• If God is morally perfect he would want to prevent evil 

• Evil exists, therefore God with these characteristics does not exist 

The Holman guide to apologetics helps as respond to this problem: 

According to the Bible, neither humankind nor the world was made in a state corrupted by evil. God created 

all things and called them “very good.” God also provided in abundance for everything that Adam and Eve, 

creatures made in His image, could ever need. As creatures made in God’s image, they were endowed with 

moral ability, the freedom to choose between good (adhering to God’s will) and evil (violating God’s will). 

How long this good state lasted is unknown, but at some point Adam and Eve freely disobeyed God by violat-

ing God’s one commandment (which was designed to preserve and perpetuate the good state of the world). 

Thus, evil was introduced into the world by the free choice of morally accountable creatures. God made evil 

possible, but people made evil actual. 
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When we discuss evil we need to remember that God is in the process of restoration (Acts 3:19-21).  The 

way things are is not the way they were meant to be nor are they always going to be this way.  This gives the 

follower of Jesus a hope that does not fade (1 Peter 1:3-9). 

Open-up 

One way of describing evil is “a departure from the way things ought to be.”  This helps us understand 

that although God did not create evil, he made evil possible.  How do you respond to this statement? 

 

Into the Bible—Ask “What does it Say?”   

In Genesis 2:15-3:13 we see the account of Adam and Eve sinning by breaking God’s command not to eat fruit 

from the tree of good and evil. 

God said to Adam that he would die “in the day” he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

How did Adam and Eve die at that time?  List as many deaths you can see that happened on that day? 

 

 

 



Sin is often thought of as simply “evil pleasures” (Drunkenness, stubbornness, lying, stealing).  But the idea of 

sin is far deeper than things people see.  Using Isaiah 53:6, develop what is behind these visible sins.  How 

does Isaiah present what evil is?  (See also: Job 36:21; Psalm 86:16; Jeremiah 2:27) 

 

 

 

Zechariah 1:1-6 gives a fuller picture of how God responds to evil but also his desire for people to be re-

stored. What role does God play, what is the responsibility of those who follow God? 

 

 

 

Into my life—Ask “What does this look like in my personal life?” 

Part of evil finds its expression in how we treat others.  What role does pride play in this?  As you think back over the 

verses you have read, how might pride be at the root of all evil and sin?  (See: Proverbs 11:2, 13:10, 73:3-8) 

 

 

 

In the message Johannes gave six consequences of sin, Drifting away, blindness and deafness, Rejection of fellowship, 

Enslavement, and idolatry.  How have you seen these consequences surface in your life or the world? 

 

 

 

What questions do you still have about evil? 

 

 

Into the World—Ask “what does this look like in my world?” 

What is an appropriate response to evil in your world?  As you close your study spend time reading and responding 

to God from Psalm 51:1-12.  Read a verse and prayerfully respond to God. 


