
Exodus 4 – Pharaoh’s Hard Heart



Then you and the elders are to go to the king of 

Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the 

Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day 

journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to 

the LORD our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt 

will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels 

him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the 

Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform 

among them. After that, he will let you go.
Exodus 3:18-20



God Knows Pharaoh 
will not listen to Moses 
unless compelled by a 

mighty hand.



What are the things that make it difficult for Pharaoh to listen?

• Belief System
• Power
• Wealth
• Pride



Idioms are difficult 
to translate.



Break a leg.



How does God 
harden his heart?



• Heart was the seat of the 
intellect

• Making him stubborn
• Two phrases can be used 

interchangeably



*The Ten Plagues and Pharaoh’s Heart
1.Blood: Pharaoh’s heart “became hard” (7:22)
2.Frogs: Pharaoh “hardened his own heart” (8:15)
3.Gnats: Pharaoh’s heart “was hard” (8:19)
4.Flies: “Pharaoh hardened his own heart” (8:32)
5.Livestock die: Pharaoh’s heart “was hard” (9:7)
6.Boils: “The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (9:12)
7.Hail: Pharaoh “hardened his own heart” (9:34)
8.Locusts: God announces that he has “hardened Pharaoh’s heart” 
(10:1,10:20)
9.Darkness: God “hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (10:27)
10.Death of the firstborn: God “hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (11:10)





The same action that 
points one person to 

God can harden 
another.



• Chet is the letter of life
• 8th letter of alphabet, so chet is the number of 

grace
• Chet is also the                    letter of light



The same action that 
points one person to 

God can harden 
another.



Who are you in 
the story?



For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will save it.

Luke 9:24


