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study guide 

Date: July 14, 2019 

Scripture: 2 Kings 2:23-25 

Series: Stranger Things 

What do you do when a prophet tells you to take a bath?  What do you say to a fig tree with no figs?  What 

happens when some young people mock a bald guy?  What is a Nephilim?  Is the witch of Endor a Star Wars 

character?  Join as we explore these stranger things from the Bible and how they find themselves in the story 

of God.  

2 Kings Overview:  

When we look at the ancient nation of Israel we see a tragic history. As a unite people they only had three 

kings reign over them. Then the kingdom was split in two with Israel in the North and Judah in the South. Isra-

el in the North never again had a king who followed God. Judah had a mix of good kings and bad kings. When 

the books of 1 and 2 Kings were written both groups were removed from the the land God had promised 

them and they were in exile. These books were written has an historical account of the Kings and how the 

people of God had found themselves in exile. Something they never dreamed would happen to them. It was 

unexpected. And they wondered where God was.  

Author and Date:  

Unknown around 560B.C.  

First readers and their location:  

Israelites in exile. 

Open-up 

Have you ever had the experience of being mocked?  What did that experience teach you?   

 

For context, read 2 Kings 2:7-12 (Elijah taken into heaven) & 2 Kings 2:19-22 (Elisha in Jericho). 

 

Into the Bible—Ask “What does it Say?”   

Read: 2 Kings 2:23-25 

What do you notice about the passage itself? (Structure, repeated words or ideas, unique words, 

main points, what did this passage say to the original author and audience)  

How is Elisha treated by the people of Jericho compared to the “Youths” from Bethel?   

 

 

The individuals who Mock Elisha are talked of as boys (NIV), little children (AV) and  small boys (ESV).  The sense of 

this word boy (narim), is a young male person.  Isaac is reffered as narim at the age of 28.  How does knowing this 

change your view of the passage? 



From the English text, what do the young men tell Elijah to do?  Who else witnessed Elijah being taken up into the 

sky (see: 2:7)?  Elijah “went up to heaven” (2:11) (NIV).  The verb “went up” is the same verb the young men use 

toward Elisha.  How does this change your understanding of what they are saying? 

 

What did Elisha not do in response to the young men?  What did he do?  (See Leviticus 26:21-22) 

 

How is the event similar to the start of the early church in Acts 5:1-11? 

 

Into my life—Ask “What does this look like in my personal life?” 

Elisha went from healing a city’s water to being mocked by some young men.  How does this passage speak to to-

day and people’s response to the gospel?   

 

 

 

 

Elisha called on God to deal with the young men.  How can this be a model for you hen you face persecution for 

your beliefs?  (See Romans 12:18-21).  

 

 

 

 

 

Into the World—Ask “what does this look like in my world?” 

Being mocked for beliefs that are strange to others is to be expected in the Christian life?  In light of 2 Peters 3:9, 
Matthew 5:42-46 and 1 Corinthians 1:25-28 how will you respond to those who persecute you? (Pray for each 
other in this) 


