
To whose voice are you 
listening?



What is meant by “spirits”?

1. An anti-Christ figure

2. A demonic realm

3. A worldly “spirit of the age”



For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms (Ephesians 6:12).



How can I be certain I am 
following the right (Jesus’) 

voice?



Discern the message behind the 
messenger.



Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from 

God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the 

world.  This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God:



Every spirit that acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, but every spirit 
that does not acknowledge Jesus 

is not from God. This is the spirit of 
the antichrist, which you have 

heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world (I John 4:1-3).



“I am the good shepherd; I know 
my sheep and my sheep know 
me… (John 10:14).



Discern what “the world” thinks 
of the message.



You, dear children, are from God 
and have overcome them, 

because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in 

the world. 



They are from the world and 
therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the 
world listens to them (I John 4:4-

5).



“If the world hates you, keep in 
mind that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would 

love you as its own. 



As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out 

of the world. That is why the 
world hates you” (John 15:18-

19).



Discern what other believers (ie. 
Your local church) say and do.



We are from God, and whoever 
knows God listens to us; but 

whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us. This is how we 

recognize the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of falsehood (I John 

4:6).



Application

Are there some “voices” or “messages” that I 
am currently following which are not coming 
from the right origin (Jesus)?

What must I do to shift my attention onto the 
voice of Jesus?

In what areas of my life do I need to mature so 
that I become more confident in listening for 
and being obedient to the voice of Jesus? 


