
Ask “What does this look like in my personal life?” 

Are there some “voices” or “messages” that I am currently following which are not coming from the right origin 

What must I do to shift my attention onto the voice of Jesus? 

In what areas of my life do I need to mature so that I become more confident in listening for and being obedient to 

the voice of Jesus (eg. Knowledge of Scripture, more focused prayer, my friendships/associations, greater engage-

 

Is there something I am convicted about that I need to work on? 

Is there something or someone I need to pray for this week? (Be specific) 

Ask “what does this look like in my world?” 

Which voices in our culture do you see as the most influential but at the same time false?  How as a group and 
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1 John Overview: 

Author and Date:  John the Apostle, one of the original 12 disciples and 

known as the “Apostle of Love.” 

Written between 60-90 A.D. 

First readers and their location: Christians in Ephesus and Asia Minor 

(modern day Turkey). 

Ephesus the city: Ephesus had a population of around 300,00, was a lead-

ing trade centre in the Roman Empire, and was the centre of worship for the pagan goddess Di-

ana. 

Why was it written?:  1 John was written primarily to combat false teaching that had shown up in 

the church.  False teachers were denying that Jesus had a real physical body and was fully human.  

They were also denying that Jesus was the Messiah.  These teachings lead to believers minimizing 

the seriousness of sin.  John wrote to correct these lies.

Open-up 

What is some of the most wrong advice you have ever received or given?  How was that advice acted 

on? 

 

Into the Bible—Ask “What does it Say?”   

Read: 1 John 4:1-6  

What do verses 1-3 reveal about the problem in the church?  From what you know of 1st John what “spirits” are 

being talked about? (See Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Romans 16:18; 1 Timothy 4:1)

 

 

How does Romans 10:9 (declare); Titus 1:16 (made); 2 John 7 ; Matthew 10:32 help your understanding of John’s 

use of the word “acknowledge” (NIV).  (The same word is use in these passages)

 

 

How does John teach is to understand the “Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood?”  (See also:  1 Corinthians 2:12

-14; Isaiah 8:20) 

 


