
“How can Westwood 
Church live in the light?”
I John 1:5-2:6



To whom is John writing?

A local church, believers in Jesus, who have become 
divided.

Debating over whether God could reveal Himself physically 
in Jesus.

Resulted in Gnosticism, a way of thinking that separated 
the physical from the spiritual.

Led to some believers claiming that sin is unimportant.  
God looks at the heart (spiritual) and it does not matter 
how one lives (physical).



What is the truth?  How are 
believers to live?



Take sin seriously



This is the message we have 
heard from him and declare to 

you: God is light; in him there is 
no darkness at all.  If we claim to 
have fellowship with him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and 

do not live out the truth.  



But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin.  If we 
claim to be without sin, we 

deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us (I John 1:5-7). 



No one who lives in him keeps 
on sinning. No one who 

continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him (I John 3:6). 



If we deliberately keep on 
sinning after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, but only 
a fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of 

God (Hebrews 10:26-27). 



Fellowship with God and with 
other believers is in jeopardy!

Are you more concerned with 
your personal happiness or your 

personal holiness?



Practice confession regularly 



If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive 

us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  If we claim we 

have not sinned, we make him 
out to be a liar and his word is 

not in us (I John 1:9-10).



How can we know we are living in 
the light?

We know that we have come to 
know him if we keep his 

commands.  Whoever says, “I 
know him,” but does not do what 

he commands is a liar, and the 
truth is not in that person. 



But if anyone obeys his word, 
love for God is truly made 

complete in them. This is how 
we know we are in him: 

Whoever claims to live in him 
must live as Jesus did (I John 

2:3-6).



Application

1. Is there anything in my life that is currently 
being lived in the dark (disobedience)?

2. Do I desire true fellowship with God and 
other believers?

3. Am I willing to confess wrong thinking and 
wrong behaviour and turn from it 
(repentance)?



My dear children, I write this to 
you so that you will not sin. But if 

anybody does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. He is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours but also for 

the sins of the whole world (I John 
2:1-2). 




