
 

 

A philosophy of worship when Westwood Church “gathers”  
  

Vision  

Bring Jesus into life. 

At Westwood Church, our vision is to Bring Jesus into Life by becoming an increasingly healthy, vibrant 
and effective witness for Jesus in Prince George and around the world!  “Gather” contributes to this 
vision through guiding us to Jesus and uniting our body with one mission for Jesus.     

Mission 

 
To be everyday disciple-makers.     

We believe that gathering together at Westwood is an important part of the process of making 
disciples.  Coming together both as followers of Jesus and seekers of truth is a reminder, 
encouragement, and challenge that we are invited to follow Jesus in the context of a larger community 
which helps shape us to become more like Him.  Hebrews 10:25 reminds disciples that they are “not to 
give up the habit of meeting together as some are in the habit of doing…”.  Rather, disciples are to meet 
regularly in spurring one another on in their relationship with Jesus.  In the Scriptures the gathering 
together of disciples of Jesus is seen as a regular practice immediately following Jesus’ ascension in Acts 
1-2.     

Motive 

 
God seeks people who will worship Him. 

In a culture where people are tempted to worship everything and everyone including themselves, 
gathering together for a worship service reminds disciples who a holy God in three Persons is and whose 
they are as His children.  Jesus Himself said that His heavenly Father is seeking worshippers who will 
worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:21-24).  This must remind disciples of who the audience is when 
disciples gather.  It is an audience of One God in three persons (the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit) who is the recipient of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication from those who are 
His worshippers (Ex. 20:4, Ps. 122:1, Ps. 130, Ps. 138:1-5, Ps. 150, Mal. 3:6-12, Luke 18:35-43, Acts 2:42-
47, I Cor. 11:23-34, I Cor. 12-14, 2 Tim. 3:16-17 et. al).  Embracing this perspective aligns our body, soul, 
and spirit rightly enabling the One we worship to transform us.  Gathering together must be a reminder 
of who God is, whose we are, and how He seeks to transform people.  Thus, while worship is first and 
foremost for a Trinitarian God, disciples become beneficiaries as they are transformed through their 
worship.     

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

Westwood’s Ministry Values that support her Vision 

  
Foundational values as we pursue Jesus:    

• Biblical Authority: We value the Bible as God’s Word, the final authority for the journey of life 
and a rich relationship with Him. 

  
• Knowing God: We value an intimate, reconciled relationship with our Heavenly Father who has 

loved us unconditionally and replaced our guilt and shame with joy and peace. 

  
• Christ as Centre: We value Christ as our Centre (Lord, Saviour and Friend) because without 

surrender and obedience to Him that results in holiness and godly character we cannot have 
true fellowship with God or each other. 

  
• Dependence on the Holy Spirit: We value dependence on the Holy Spirit because the power to 

live the Christian life and follow Jesus comes from Him and through Him. We express our 
dependency through prayer, trust, and obedience. 

  
• Worship: We value worship as a lifestyle where we experience God’s nearness, enjoy and 

wrestle with His presence, and offer Him not only our music but our entire lives. 

Ministry Values as we pursue Jesus:    

• Loving Relationships: We value loving and enjoying people just as Jesus did. Life transformation 
takes place through authentic, accepting, forgiving relationships that are marked by truth and 
accountability. Therefore, everything we do will be from a relational centre. 

  
• Bold Outreach: We value compassionate ministry based on a bold, enthusiastic vision of 

reaching all people with the love of Christ. Lost people matter to God and therefore matter to 
us. 

  
• Developing Disciples: We value the encouragement and development of believers to reach their 

full potential as God calls them by His Spirit. We recognize and celebrate Bible based teaching, 
and discipleship and leadership styles that mobilize and empower both individuals and teams. 

  
• Sacrificial Service: We value serving others like Jesus served us. This means we are willing to 

serve God and others regardless of the personal cost. 

  
• Grace-filled Excellence: We value ministry done well because it results in greater effectiveness 

and says to all that we truly care about them. People are always more important than the task 
but giving our best indicates how important they are! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

How will we apply our vision and values when Westwood “gathers”? 

  
Key elements of a worship “gathering” 

  
While the following elements are all important aspects to be pursued when Westwood gathers, 
we will prioritize worship (through participatory music, prayer, and Scripture), teaching of God’s 
Word, and testimonies of faith as regular elements of our worship gatherings.  We must also 
apply these values in our service to children who meet separately.   

     
1. Teaching:  Our teaching must... 

 
a. Be biblically based.  Teaching must be biblically rooted, and taught and applied in a 

manner that relates to a broad range of people in an intergenerational setting. 

  
b. Point people to the God whom we worship and follow. 

  
c. Inspire people to devote themselves to Christ and his mission for the church. 

  
2. Worship through music:  Our worship must... 

  
a. Be biblically based and theologically accurate as God is the One to whom we both speak 

and sing (Ps. 147:1). 
 

b. Inspire and encourage people to praise and worship God and follow Him fully (Ephesians 
                             5:19-20). 

  
c. Be accessible by a majority of the congregation meaning both passion and restraint are 

required which implies the following: 

▪ passion invites one to engage completely in worship 
▪ passion must allow for creativity 
▪ accessibility invites both males and females to participate in singing and 

understanding lyrical content.  
▪ restraint involves choosing music that resonates broadly   
▪ restraint is the discipline to not play or sing all the time (allowing space for 

reflection, prayer, silence) 
▪ restraint is not adding embellishment to a song that hinders someone from 

following 

  

d. Include breadth and variation reflecting the vastness of God and the people who 
worship Him.   

 



 

 

3. Other elements of our worship “gathering” that point people upward and help them grow 
inwardly include... 

  
a. Prayer - We must provide regular opportunity for people to respond/engage through 

prayer (personal, pastoral, corporate, silence, prayer team, etc.) (I Cor. 14:15-16, Phil. 
4:6-7)  
 

b. Clear and regular presentations of the gospel and invitations to respond (Acts 2:37). 
 

c. Communion - disciples of Jesus are commanded to remember Jesus and what He has 
done on our behalf through His death on a cross, the shedding of blood, and His 
victorious rising from the dead.  We are forgiven and have victory! (Matt. 26:17-30, I 
Cor. 11:23-34).  We will strive to celebrate communion monthly. 

  
d. Testimonies of faith - one aspect of “spurring one another on” (Heb. 10:25) is to 

regularly share/hear stories of Christ’s work in the lives of His children.  This involves 
stories of victory and forward movement as well as stories of hardship, pain, and 
suffering.  Yet God is faithful through it all. 

  
e. Giving of tithes and offerings - we view our giving as an act of worship and trust in the 

One who will provide for our every need (1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:1-15) 

   
f. Celebrations of spiritual commitment through baptism and membership with the local 

church Body (Westwood Church) several times per year (Matthew 28:19-20). 
    

g. Community building – encouraging connection points before and after a worship 
“gathering” is a significant part of our gathering.  We must allow enough time to 
encourage these connection points.   

  

  

General principles that will guide Westwood when she “gathers” 

  

1. Invitational: People should be invited to meet Jesus in all aspects of a Gather service. 
 

2. Contemporary:  Recognizing we are multi-generational with many preferences as it relates to 
preaching and music styles, we will strive to communicate God’s love effectively within current 
culture.  Acts 13:36 notes that even David served God “in his generation.” 
 

3. Clear: We will strive toward clarity in all aspects of our worship gathering (A/V, speaking, videos, 
etc.) so that people can hear and see easily. 

  
4. Filled with Grace and Truth: We want people to experience authenticity when we gather.  This   

means being honest in our joys and struggles while pointing to the hope we have in Jesus. 

  

5. Prayerful: We believe that prayer should surround and infuse our “Gathering.”   We will be 
strategic in how we implement prayer before, during, and after our worship services. 



 

 

6. Consistent: We believe that consistency across all our services is important for church unity. 
 

7. Allow for adequate time.  Some of our gatherings that encourage “body life” (eg. baptisms, 

membership, testimonies, extended times of musical worship, etc.) where we do not desire to 

be constrained by time may be planned in times or places apart from the sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings. 


