






Matthew 6:13

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.



Temptation

Strong’s Greek 
Concordance

Passage Translation Meaning

#3985   + and -
peirazō

Matt 4:1 Tempted Assay (to determine the 
content or quality - gold)

#3986 + and -
peirasmós

Matt 6:13 Temptation A putting to proof; to be 
tested



Homework 
Read Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13

Note any differences. 

What do you learn about Jesus?  The nature of 
temptation?  The director/set designer of tempting 
circumstances?



Temptation

Strong’s Greek 
Concordance

Passage Translation Meaning

#3985 + and -
peirazō

Matt 4:1
James 1:13

Tempted
Trial

Assay (to determine the 
content or quality - gold)

#3986 + and -
peirasmós

Matt 6:13
James 1:12

Temptation
Trial

A putting to proof; to be 
tested



James 1:12-15
A man who endures trials is blessed, because when 
he passes the [collective] test he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love Him. 



James 1:12-15
No one undergoing a trial should say, “I am being 
tempted by God.” For God is not tempted by evil, 
and He Himself doesn’t tempt anyone. 

But each person is tempted when he is drawn away 
and enticed by his own evil desires. Then after 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when 
sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death.



Putting it together
Enduring trials

Passing the (collective) test

Crown of life

Loving (obeying) God

Refusing to ruthlessly deal with MY temptations that 
are rooted in MY own evil desires will result in MY sinful 
choices, and ultimately, the consequence of sin is death



Working definition

Temptation is an opportunity to choose 
to be loyal to and faithfully obedient to 
Jesus







Christocentric Life



Which way are you leaning?



1 Samuel 15
One day Samuel said to Saul, “It was the Lord who 
told me to anoint you as king of his people, Israel. 
Now listen to this message from the Lord! This is 
what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: 
I have decided to settle accounts with the nation of 
Amalek for opposing Israel when they came from 
Egypt. 
Now go and completely destroy the entire Amalekite 
nation—men, women, children, babies, cattle, 
sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys.”



*awkward pause*



1 Samuel 15
So Saul mobilized his army at Telaim. There were 
200,000 soldiers from Israel and 10,000 men from 
Judah. Then Saul and his army went to a town of the 
Amalekites and lay in wait in the valley. 

Saul sent this warning to the Kenites: “Move away 
from where the Amalekites live, or you will die with 
them. For you showed kindness to all the people of 
Israel when they came up from Egypt.” So the 
Kenites packed up and left.



1 Samuel 15
7 Then Saul slaughtered the Amalekites from Havilah 
all the way to Shur, east of Egypt. He captured Agag, 
the Amalekite king, but completely destroyed 
everyone else. Saul and his men spared Agag’s life 
and kept the best of the sheep and goats, the cattle, 
the fat calves, and the lambs—everything, in fact, 
that appealed to them. They destroyed only what 
was worthless or of poor quality.



What appeals to you?

What do you value?



1 Samuel 15
10 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I am sorry that I 
ever made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to me 
and has refused to obey my command.”



Working definition

Temptation is an opportunity to choose 
to be loyal to and faithfully obedient to 
Jesus



1 Samuel 15
... 12 Early the next morning Samuel went to find 
Saul. Someone told him, “Saul went to the town of 
Carmel to set up a monument to himself; then he 
went on to Gilgal.”

When Samuel finally found him, Saul greeted him 
cheerfully. “May the Lord bless you,” he said. “I have 
carried out the Lord’s command!”



Are you trying to convince others (or yourself) 
that you are faithfully, obediently following 
Jesus?



1 Samuel 15
14 “Then what is all the bleating of sheep and goats 
and the lowing of cattle I hear?” Samuel demanded.

“It’s true that the army spared the best of the sheep, 
goats, and cattle,” Saul admitted. “But they are going 
to sacrifice them to the Lord your God. We have 
destroyed everything else.”

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Listen to what the 
Lord told me last night!”



Are you tempted to justify your disobedience?

Do you blame others for your disobedience?



1 Samuel 15
16 “What did he tell you?” Saul asked.

And Samuel told him, “Although you may think little 
of yourself, are you not the leader of the tribes of 
Israel? The Lord has anointed you king of Israel.  And 
the Lord sent you on a mission and told you, ‘Go and 
completely destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, until 
they are all dead.’ Why haven’t you obeyed the 
Lord? Why did you rush for the plunder and do what 
was evil in the Lord’s sight?”



1 Samuel 15
20 “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul insisted. 

“I carried out the mission he gave me. I brought back 
King Agag, but I destroyed everyone else. Then my 
troops brought in the best of the sheep, goats, cattle, 
and plunder to sacrifice to the Lord your God in 
Gilgal.”



Do you ever try to put a good spin on, or 
spiritualize your sinful choices?



1 Samuel 15
22 But Samuel replied,  “What is more pleasing to 
the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your 
obedience to his voice?

Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and 
submission is better than offering the fat of rams.
Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness 
as bad as worshiping idols.

So because you have rejected the command of the 
Lord, he has rejected you as king.”



Who is your Samuel? 



1 Samuel 15
24 Then Saul admitted to Samuel, “Yes, I have 
sinned. I have disobeyed your instructions and the 
Lord’s command, for I was afraid of the people and 
did what they demanded. But now, please forgive 
my sin and come back with me so that I may worship 
the Lord.”

But Samuel replied, “I will not go back with you! 
Since you have rejected the Lord’s command, he has 
rejected you as king of Israel.”



1 Samuel 15
27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul tried to hold him 
back and tore the hem of his robe. And Samuel said 
to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel 
from you today and has given it to someone else—
one who is better than you. 

…And Samuel cut Agag to pieces before the Lord at 
Gilgal.



1 Samuel 15
34 Then Samuel went home to Ramah, and Saul 
returned to his house at Gibeah of Saul.  Samuel 
never went to meet with Saul again, but he mourned 
constantly for him. And the Lord was sorry he had 
ever made Saul king of Israel.



Homework
Read Matthew 26 and Luke 22

Note any differences.

Pay close attention to the interactions between Jesus 
and Simon Peter.

What do you learn about Jesus? About prayer? About 
temptation? About godly sorrow?



Who prays this?

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.



1 Corinthians 10:13,14

No temptation [regardless of its source] has 
overtaken or enticed you that is not common 
to human experience [nor is any temptation 
unusual or beyond human resistance]; but God 
is faithful [to His word—He is compassionate 
and trustworthy], 



1 Corinthians 10:13,14

and He will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability [to resist], but along with the 
temptation He [has in the past and is now and] 
will [always] provide the way out as well, so 
that you will be able to endure it [without 
yielding, and will overcome temptation with 
joy].



1 Corinthians 10:13,14

Therefore, my beloved, run [keep far, far away] 
from [any sort of] idolatry [and that includes 
loving anything more than God, or participating 
in anything that leads to sin and enslaves the 
soul].


