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The Purpose of God in the OT

• God’s Mission is to restore the whole world 
to a state of Shalom which is what he 
originally intended—for his own GLORY!
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The Hebrew Word Shalom

• Shalom: the state of complete health, 
harmony, and wholeness between God 
and people, people and each other, people 
and creation, and people and him/herself.

• This state cannot exist without the 
presence of love, righteousness, justice, 
and holiness.

• OT Shalom equals NT Kingdom of God



• May the LORD bless you and keep 
you,

• May the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you,

• May the LORD turn his face toward 
you and give you SHALOM!

• Numbers 6:24-26



• So Gideon built an altar to the LORD 
there and called it The LORD is SHALOM 
(Peace). 

• Judges 6:24 (NIV)



• “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
says the LORD, “plans to prosper 
[Shalom] you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)



• But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us SHALOM was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.

• Isaiah 53:5



• See, your king comes to you, righteous 
and having salvation, gentle and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey…. He will proclaim SHALOM to 
the nations. His rule will extend from sea 
to sea [Mari et Mari]….

• Zechariah 9:9-10



Shalom Requires Holiness

• When Joram saw Jehu he asked, "Have 
you come in Shalom, Jehu?" "How can 
there be Shalom," Jehu replied, "as long 
as all the idolatry and witchcraft of your 
mother Jezebel abound?" 

• 2 Kings 9:22 (NIV)



Shalom Requires Righteousness

• “Love and faithfulness meet together; 
righteousness and Shalom kiss each 
other” (Psalm 85:10 NIV).

• “If only you had paid attention to my 
commands, your Shalom would have 
been like a river, your righteousness like 
the waves of the sea” (Isaiah 48:18 NIV).



Shalom Requires Justice

• “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given…and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of SHALOM. Of 
the increase of his government and of 
SHALOM there will be no end…to 
establish it and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness…forevermore”

• Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)



Jesus’ Common Greeting

• “Peace to you!” or “Peace be upon you!” 
or “Go in peace!”

• Mark 5:34; Luke 7:50; 8:48; 24:36;

• John 20:19, 21, 26; 



Paul’s Common Greeting

• “Grace and Peace to you from God the Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ”
Romans 1:7 (cf. Rom 2:10; 15:13, 33; 

• 1 Cor 1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; 13:11; 

• Gal 1:3; 6:16; 

• Eph 1:2; 6:23; 

• Philippians 1:2; 

• Col 1:2;  

• 1 Thes 1:1; 2 Thes 1:2; 3:16; 

• 1 Tim 1:2; 2 Tim 1:2; 

• Titus 1:4; 

• Philemon 1:3; 



Paul’s Common Name for God

• “God of Peace”

• Romans 15:33

• Romans 16:20

• Philippians 4:9

• 1 Thess 5:23

• Also used by the Author of Hebrews

• Hebrews 13:20



Stage #1: The Edenic Stage

• Genesis 1-2

• Key Theme:  The Edenic Stage 
demonstrates God’s Perfect intention for 
all creation.

• His intention is the world in a state of 
Shalom—where all relationships (God—
People, People—People, People—
Creation) are healthy and whole.  



The Edenic Stage: Shalom
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•
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God’s Commission to People

• 1) Eikons/Image Bearers of God Reflecting 
God’s Character/Values to the World

• 2) Kings/Queens/Rulers reflecting Yahweh

• 3) Stewards of Creation

• 4) Fillers of the Earth (Parents)

• NOTE: The NT will see Jesus as fulfilling all of 
these perfectly (#4 leads to the Church)



Stage #2: Primeval
Genesis 3-11

Key Theme:  The Primeval Stage 
demonstrates how humans rejected God’s 
Shalom and brokenness/death/sin entered 
our world.



A. Gen. 3—Destruction of Shalom

• Ground Zero—not your will but mine

• Notice Location—Garden

• Judgement & Grace: Exile but Provision

• Notice Reversal in Jesus—”not my will but 
yours be done”



Primeval Stage: Effects
• GOD

•

• Woman

• Adam Creation



B. Gen. 4—Destruction of Family

• Cain (farmer) kills brother Abel 
(shepherd)

• The blood cries out! ְצָעָקה tse-a-qah
• Judgement & Grace: Exile but Protection. 

(Notice how God will avenge Cain 7X)

• Notice how Jesus makes all believers our 
“brothers” (Mt. 12:50)



C. Gen. 4—Destruction of 
Community (Part 1)—Vengeance

• Lamech Story (Polygamy & Murder)

• Lamech kills a man and threatens 
vengeance 77X (maximal revenge)

• In the NT, Jesus suggests that Christians 
should forgive 77X (Mt. 18:21-22 maximal 
forgiveness)



D. Gen. 6—Destruction of 
Community (Part 2)—Theft 

• Sons of GodTookDaughters of Men

• OPTIONS

• i) Angels? And Human Women?

• ii) Kings/Princes? And (tall) Women

• iii) Sons of Seth And Daughters of Cain?

• Nephilim? Giants? Famous Leaders?



E. Gen. 6-9: Divine Intervention: 
Flood

• Purpose—to end Tse’aqah sounds

• Righteous  600 year-old Noah and family 
in Ark (8 people in all?) plus animals

• Rain 40 days/nights—they were in the ark 
for about 1 year.

• Judgment & Grace—Flood and Rainbow.



F. Gen. 9—Destruction of Creation 
Order

• Noah’s Drunkenness

• Brokenness and Sin continue after the 
flood

• Shalom Model Broken Model

• GOD GOD
People Creation

• Creation People



G. Gen. 9—Destruction of Family

• Noah curses his son Ham

• WHY?

• i) Shame Culture—Ham disgraces father

• ii) Sexual Misconduct—Ham “sleeps” with 
his father’s nakedness (Noah’s wife?)

• iii) Homosexual Misconduct—Ham does 
something sexual with father?



H. Destruction of Healthy 
Spirituality

• City/Tower of Babel

• Purpose of Building City/Tower—a) to not 
be scattered b) to make a name for 
themselves c) to bring God down

• NT Reversal—Acts 2—Pentecost?





Ark Animals Playing a Joke on Noah Minutes before Launch



Stage #3: Ancestral
• Genesis 12-50

• c.2100-c.1840 B.C. (Traditional Dates)

• Key Theme:  The Ancestral Stage shows 
God reclaiming all creation to his original 
intention (Shalom) by inviting one family 
to FAITH.  He will bless the whole world 
through this family.



God’s Plan for Restoration

• NOT

• 1) Destruction and Second Effort

• 2) Force and Eradication of Free Will

• 3) Demonstration of Divine Power

• BUT

• 4) Invitation to Love, Relationship, and 
FAITH



Types of Relationships

• Contractual—you exchange goods and 
services “fairly”. If one party does not deliver, 
it ends the contract.

• Covenant—you commit yourself to be loyal to 
the other person even if things are not fair. It 
is a life and death commitment. 



The Covenantal Cow



A. Gen 12,15—God’s Covenant 
With Abraham/Sarah

God promises 

• a. descendants 

• b. nation 

• c. land and 

• d. to BLESS THE WHOLE WORLD.





God’s Big Shalom Project

• Revelation 7:9-10

• “After this I looked, and there before me was a 
great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people, and language, 
standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches.” 




