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Remember what you see
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There are times when we must …

• Pray Nehemiah 1:1-2:10 Feb 7

• Start Nehemiah 2:11-3:32 Feb 14

• Resist Nehemiah 4:1-23 Feb 21

• Remember Nehemiah 8:1-18 Feb 28

• Confess Nehemiah 9:1-37 Mar 6

• Recommit Nehemiah 10:1-39 Mar 13

• Celebrate Nehemiah 12:27-47 Mar 20

The world of Nehemiah

Babylonian Exile

(started 587/6 BCE)

Decree of Cyrus

(539/38 BCE)

Returnee’s face 

conflict & challenge

Second Temple

(516/15 BCE)

Instability & Despair

reports to Nehemiah

Rebuilding & Reform

Ezra & Nehemiah
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Nehemiah 8:1-18

When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their 
towns, all the people came together as one in the square before the Water 
Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the 
Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.

So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who 
were able to understand.  He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he 
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women 
and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to 
the Book of the Law.

Nehemiah 8:1-18

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 
occasion … [and] opened the book. All the people could see him because 
he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up.

Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands 
and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground.

The Levites … instructed the people in the Law while the people were 
standing there.  They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it 
clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was 
being read.

1. Great leaders know when to remember.
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Nehemiah 8:1-18

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, "This day is 
holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the people had 
been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send 
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. 
Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."  The Levites calmed 
all the people, saying, "Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve."

Nehemiah 8:1-18

Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food 
and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words 
that had been made known to them.

A word to organizational and team leaders …

2. Great leaders know when to reflect.
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Nehemiah 8:1-18

On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with 
the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give 
attention to the words of the Law.  They found written in the Law, which 
the LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in 
temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh month.

So … [t]he whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 
shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that 
day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very 
great.  Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the 
Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and 
on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an 
assembly.

3. Great leaders know when to realign.

Fifty six years ago …
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This week …

Look to the past to

remember, reflect, and if necessary, realign.


